Principles of study leave in GP posts for GP specialty training
There have been differing interpretations of the new study leave guidance and its application for trainees working in practice. This has partly arisen because the standard BMA contract includes 3 sessions of education time but does not specify how this links with study leave. The principles below are intended to clarify the situation.
These principles should also be applied to hospital and other posts with the difference that trainees in hospital posts have 1 session of educational time within their contract.
· Attendance at the local structured teaching programme is part of contractual arrangements and therefore mandatory. Failure to attend without notifying the programme director and without good reason is therefore a disciplinary matter.
· The local GP structured teaching programme is part of study leave and therefore time and cost are deducted from each trainee’s allowance.

· Trainers are expected to timetable the structured teaching programme as part of the 3 education sessions within the GP contract so trainees do not miss clinical time to attend.

· Other study leave granted is for the time a particular course takes place. Trainees are therefore released from whatever activity was programmed for that time, whether it is clinical or educational.
· Trainees should therefore not normally be expected to swap timetabled sessions to allow release for approved study leave within the 30 days annual allowance.

· Once the 30 days annual allowance has been taken, further study leave is at the discretion of the trainer and so trainees may be asked to do the course in their own time or to forgo personal study time.
· Trainees are expected to do 3 education and 7 clinical sessions per working week throughout their attachment (not including out of hours sessions). It is acceptable for this to be varied by mutual agreement between the trainer and trainee on condition that

· Study leave processes are followed and the above principles applied

· The overall balance of educational and clinical time remains 3:7
· The activities that normally take place within the contracted educational sessions include formal tutorials and assessments, recording learning on the e-portfolio, personal study, practice or other education meetings, peer group learning and educationally useful projects such as audit, protocols or other management tasks.
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